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iVI.DCC.,XLVI, 


vn 4 


To Cornelius Wittenoom, Ei, 
3 1 


LI in my Preface to the laſt Ser- 
anon I printed on the like Occaſion, in form- 

ed the World of a Deſign then on foot, to make 
by a Voluntary Subſcription /uch an Addition to 
Mr Fairchild's Legacy of Twenty five Pounds, 
as may afford a generous Recompenſe to the Preach- 
ers of his Lecture, for their Trouble and Expenſe ; 
I ought in Fuſtice to declare, that it is now ſo far 
ber fected, as that One Hundred Pounds Capital 
Stock in South-Sea Annuities has been purchaſed : 
and is ſo ſettled, that the yearly Produce thereof 
ſhall be wholly applied to this Purpoſe; as like- 
wiſe that (after the Deceaſe of the Parties prin- 
cipally concerned herein) this Stock ſhall be trans- 
ferred to the Preſident, Council, and Fellows of 
the Royal Socicty, as being the moſt proper Per- 
ſons, in whom to repoſe and perpetuate a Truſt jo 
ſuitable to the very End of their Incorporation, 
that of © promoting the Knowledge of Natural 
« Things to the Glory of Go p, and the Good 
« of Mankind.” For which reaſon alſo, the 
Preſident and Council will then have the ſole 
Nomination and Appointment of the Preacher. 
And now, S 1 R, as Juſtice no leſs obliges me to 
make the Acknowledgments that are due to thoſe 
Gentlemen, &y who/e Subſcriptions this excellent 


Defign 


Defign has been perfefted; Give me Leave not 
only to convey them thro your Hands, but to ad- 
dreſ You as the firſt Mover in it, as well as a 
moſt generous Contributor 70 it. The true Tudg- 
ment, Taſte, and Pleaſure You have in Studies of 
this Kind, might perhaps ſomewhat excite your 
Activity and Zeal in this particular Inſtance ; but 


yet J cannot but believe the main Spring to have 


been, that Love of Gop and Man,which ſeems to be 
the governing Principle, not to ſay Paſſion, of your 
Mind : and diſpoſes you on all Occaſions, as of the 
Ability which Gop giveth, to be ready to every 
good Work, whether of Religion or Benevolence. 
It is this Diſpoſition which renders you a publick 
Bleſſing to my Pariſh: and adds a Grace to many 
other amialle Qualities, which endear You to all, 
who are related to, or know You in your private 
Life. | 
That GoD may long preſerve You in Health, 
and ſtill give You to enjoy the inexpreſſible Satisfac- 
tion of ſeeing all around You happy in You, is the 


fervent Prayer of Him, who thinks that Intimacy 


of Converſation and Friendſhip wherewith Your- 


ſelf and Family have favour'd Tim, to be one of 


the fortunate Circumſtances in his own Life: and 


is with a moſt aſfeclionute Efleem, as well as Gra- 


titide, 


STE 


Your much Obliged, and moſt 
Faithful Humble Servant, 


fon DENNE. 


(2) 


PSALM VIII. 4, 5, 6. 


4. What is man, that thou art mindful 
him or the ſon of man, that thou viſiteſt bim? 


5. For thou haſ} made him a little lower than 


the Angels, and haſt crowned him with glory and 
honour. 


6. Thou madeft him to have dominion over the 


works of thy hands; thou haſt put all things 
under his feet. 


this Anni verſary Meeting to ſuch Manifeſtations of 
| divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs, as appear in thoſe 
Vegetable Productions and Beauties, which may and ſhould 
be brought within the Compaſs of a Garden, c ar was fit to 
entertain the Senſes, the Imagination, and the Underſtand- 
ing of Solomon, who being (a) wiſer than all Men in his 
Time, as well as one of the greateſt and richeſt Princes, 
did ſpeak and write of Trees, from the Cedar Tree, that 
was in Lebanon, even unto the Hyſſop, that ſpringeth out of 
the Wall; having, I ſay, thus confined myſelf, I cannot, 
upon reviewing the Will of the Founder of this Lecture, 
but ſuſpect, that there may be ſomewhat of Reaſon to 
charge me with too partial a Fondneſs of that Subject: or 
rather with a Neglect in doing full Juſtice to his Deſign, 
8 a 


which 


HA for ſome Vears confined my Diſcourſes at 


(4) 1 Kings IV. 30-33. X. 7. 
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2 G O D's Regard to MAN 

which extends itſelf, in expreſs Words, to all“ the won- 
derful Works of God in the Creation ;”” and particularly, 
« to a Reſurretio of the Dead,” as a Point capable of 
certain Proof © from the certain Changes of the Animal 
* and Yegetable Parts of it.” | 

To clear myſelf therefore of this Charge, I think it right 
to enlarge at preſent our religious and philoſophical Contem- 
plations, tho” not without paying a ſpecial Regard to the YVege- 
table Creation ; even as He himſelf did, by his Trade, his 
Studies, and his Improvements, — And with this End. in 
view, I cannot chuſe out of ſacred Writ Words more pro- 
per for my Text, than thoſe I have read to you. 

There ſeems, indeed, to be ſomewhat ſo peculiar, and 
extraordinary in the Writer of this Hymn; ſomewhat ſo 
ſublime in his Imagination, ſo devoutly wiſe inhis Reflections, 
and fo affecting in his Expreſſions, as to leave no room for 
doubting, whether David the ſweet Pſalmift, (b) as well 
as Holy King of Iſrael, was the Perſon : nor whether, as on 
other "es fu (c) the Spirit of the Lo RD ale by him, 
and his Word was in his Tongue ; whilſt all the natural 
Powers of his Soul were exerted in diſcovering, conſider- 
ing, and celebrating the Majeſty, the Power, the Wiſdom, 
and Goodneſs of G op, as manifeſted to him in the wwon- 
drous Works of Creation and Providence. 

This Palm begins and ends, (where true Philoſophy always 
ſhould) with an Ejaculation of religions Rapture and Gra— 
titude to the Maker and Governor of the Univerſe, O Lox, 


or LORD, how excellent is thy Name in all the Earth! 


who haſt fet thy Glory above the Heavens. — Now if David 


was fo ſtruck with the Order, Uſeſulneſo, and Glory of the 


941, Moon and Stars, and of all other the divine Works, as 
they appear to every common Eye, and to a plain, unimprov- 
ed Underſtanding : or as they convey ine and ſenſible 
Bietlings to Mankind; into what heavenly Muſic would he 

| have 


( 


(8) dn. XXIII. . (-) Ver 2. 


- 
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in his Works of Creation and Providence. I. 


have (d) awaken'd his Lute and ey : and in how feraphic 
Strains of Poetry, would he have ſung the Praiſes of the 
Deity, if he had but known the modern Diſcoveries. and 
Improvements in natural Philoſophy ; if he had had like 
Evidences, (as we have from an endleſs Series of amazing 
Experiments) of the incomprehenſible Wiſdom and Power 
of GoDp? But what he would 2 have done, we may 


_ conjecture from what he then did; as we learn from the 


Son of Sirach, who tells us, (e) that DAVID in all his 


Works praiſed the Holy One moſt High with Words of 


that made bim. He ſet Singers alſo before the Altar, that 

their Voices they might make {ſweet Melody: and daily 
ing Praiſes in their Songs. He beautified the Feaſts in the 
Fewiſh Church: and ſet in order the ſolemn Times, until 
the End; that they might praiſe his holy Name: and that 
the Temple might ſound from the Morning. Now had he 
lived in our Days, I make no queſtion but he would have 
ſhewn no leſs Regard to the Pulpit, than the Choir, ſo as 
to have appointed Preachers to proclaim and diſplay in their 
Lectures the Name and Excellencies of his Go p throughout 
all the Earth. | 

Ye ſee then, my Brethren, how vaſt a Field of Con- 
templation this P/alm, and the Example of David, opens 
to my View; wherein an human Underſtanding will ſoon 
be loſt in Admiration and Aſtoniſhment. I ſhall therefore 


Glory; with his whole Heart he 75 Songs, and loved Him 


call home my Thoughts, even tho' the Founder of this 


Lecture has allow'd me full Liberty to range for Matter 
thro' © all the wonderful Works of Go Þ in the Creation: 
and confine myſelf to ſome few Reflections upon the ſole 
Subject of my Text, whereby to convince you, how mind- 
ful Gop has been of Man; what extraordinary . Care is 
taken of him; what Dominion is given to him: and with 
what Honour and Glory he is or will be crowned; whether 

; B 2 we 

(4) P/alm LVII. 9. {e). Zecluſ. XLVII. 8, 9, 10. 


4 G O D's Regard to MAN 


we conſider him either as an Animal or Rational Creature: 
or in the expreſſive Language of St Paul, (f) as in his na- 
tural and earthy, or in his ſpiritual and heavenly State. 


I. My t Buſineſs then ſhall be to ſhew, that Gop 
has made a moſt wiſe, and kind, and plentiful Proviſiom 
for Man, in the Preſervation, Comfort, and Enjoyment of 
an Animal Life; inafmuch as there is nothing upon Earth 
g) but what he hath Dominion over: and may find means 
to turn it to his Intereſt or Well-being. Nay, it has been 
imagined, that the whole Univerſe, the Heaven of Heavens, 
with all their Hlaſt, as well as the Earth and Seas, and all 
Things that are therein, were ſo far made for Man, as that 
the chief, if not only End of their being created, was for 
is Uſe, Plcaſure, or Contemplation. This was a prevail- 
ing Opinion among the moſt diſtinguiſhed Sages of Creece 
and Italy, if not as old as Moſes. And tho” it may ſeem to 
be a Conceit, that had its Riſe not from true Phrlofophy, but 


human Pride, (% which tempts us to think more highly of 


ourſelves than we ought to thing; yet it has ſo much at leaſt 
of rcal Truth in it, that we may aftirm with Modeſty, and 
upon os pins that there is ſcarce any Thing within the 
Reach ot our Senſes, (7) or our Knowledge, (however in- 
conſiderable, or remote) but what bears ſomewhat of Rcla- 
tion, and even Subſerviency to Man; enough at leaſt to de- 
monſtrate, that the Creator of all Things is mindful of him, 
and ſhews in them a kind and providential Concern for his 
preſent or future Good ; notwithſtanding we ſhould, with 
{ome of the wiſeſt of our Species, (4) © judge him to be, 


{f) 1 Cor. XV. 44, &. (g) Dr Barrows Works, Vol. IT. p. 72,73. 
% So thovght the great, philoſophic Poet of our Age. 


Ak, for what End the Heavenly Rud'es Nine ? 
th for whoſe Uſe? Pride anſwers, ' T'is for mine. 
„ Seas roll to walt me, Suns to light me riſe; 
10 My Foutftool Harth, my Canapy the Skies.” 
| Popi's Elny au Man, Ep. I. Ver, 131, . 
„% Billiop Het, Hiftory of the Royal Sai, p. 115 | 
(t) Locks Vun U 1 (h N 8. 1 i 
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in all Probability, one of the loweſt of all Intellectual Be- 
ings.” For when we reflect on the comprehenſive Wiſ⸗ 
dom and boundleſs Power of Gop, and argue from the 
Nature or evident Effects of theſe Perfections under the In- 
fluence of infinite Goodneſs, we cannot but ſee. Reaſon to 
conclude, that tho' there be a numberleſs Variety of Crea- 
tures, and each Individual ſeems to be acting as fdr himſelf, 
and to have his own private Ends in view ; yet that all of 
them together (by a predetermin'd Obſervation of the Laws 
of Nature, or by the conſtant Energy of an over-ruling 
Providence) do in Event conſpire to the Strength or Conve- 
nience, to the Beauty, Harmony, or Perfection of the 
Whole : and what is more, contribute in ſome Manner and 
Degree to the Advantage and Happineſs of each other. — 
Now whence comes this ? but hence, that their Maker and 
Governor has contrived and ſettled a natural Dependence 
and Correſpondence between all the Works of his Hands, 
however different in their Motions, or ſeparate in their Inte- 
reſts : and has linked them together in one () Chain of Love, 
by a perpetual Intercourſe of Services and Uſes; ſo that 
one Thing eftabliſheth the Good of another (m). We ſee 
and perceive (ſays a wiſe Obſerver (u) both of the Intel- 
lectual and material World) ſome of theſe good Offices 
in the Motions and groſſer Operations of Things about 

s: 


% Mr Pope's Reflections upon this, are as jaſt in their Philgſanby, as beauti- 
ful in their Poetry, 

„ Look round our World, behold the Chain of Love, 

« Combining all below, and all above : 

« Nothing is foreign ; Parts relate to Whole: 

One all-cxtending, all-preſerving Soul. 

„ Connects each Being, greatelt with the leaſt; 

Made Beaſt in Aid of Man, and Man of Bealt; 

„All ſerv'd, all ſerving! nothing ſtands alone; 

«© The Chain holds on, and where it ends unknown.“ 


Eſſay on Man, Ep. III. Ver. 7, 8, 21, He. 


n) Eceliu. XXXIX. 20, 21 —XEIT. 23= 25. 
(») Locke's Efſay, B IV. Ch. VI. S. ui. 
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* us: and all the great Parts and Wheels, as I may fo ſay, 
f this ſtupendous Structure of the Univerſe, may, tor 
« aught we PE have ſuch a Connection and Depend- 
« ence in their Influences and Operations one upon another; 
that perhaps Things in this our Manſion, would put 
on quite another Face, and ceaſe to be what they are, it 
© ſome one of the Stars, or great Bodies incomprehenſibly 
remote from us, ſhould ceaſe to be, or move as it does. 
This is certain, Things, however abſolute and entire 
« they ſeem in themſelves, are but Retainers to other Parts 
« of Nature, for that which they are moſt taken notice of 
« by us. Their obſervable Qualities, Actions and Powers, 
are owing to ſomething without them: and there is not 
ſo complete and perfect a Part, that we know, of Nature, 
„ which docs not owe the Being it has, and the Excellen- 
« cies of it, to its Neighbours ; nay, for which, perhaps, we 
e ought to look, not only beyond this our Earth and At- 
„ moſphere, but even beyond the Sun, or remoteſt Star 
% our Eyes (or Glaſſes) have yet diſcovered.” — It is in- 
deed obvious to the Underſtanding of the Vulgar, that the 
Ordinances of Heaven and Earth are ſo (o) appointed by their 
Creator and his Providence, that the Sur, (that perpetual 
Source of Light and Warmth) together with the Moon and 
Stars, tho' at fo wide an Interval from us, do nevertheleſs 
in their Courſes, by means of their daily and annual Revo- 
lutions, communicate their Influences to us in ſuch Propor- 
tions, as that by them we enjoy a never-failing Variety and 
a ſcalonable Viciſſitude of Bleſſings, inaſmuch as (p) while 
the Earth remaineth, Seed-time and Harveſt, Cold and Heat, 
Summer and Winter, and Day and Night, ſhall not ceaſe. 
Nay what is more, (as we learn from Revelation) the In- 
tellectual Hoſt of Heaven, however honoured with Go p's 
Preſence, (q) have always Charge over us ; and are conti- 

| nually 


% Jer. XXXTIT. 20, 25. (p) Gen. Chap. ILVIII. 22. 
4% Matt. XVIII. 10. P/alm XCI. 11. Heb. I. 14. 
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in his Works of Creation and Providence. 7 
nually ſent forth by him to keep us from Evil in all our 


Ways ; and to miniſter to our Salvation and Happineſs. 
But waving all Speculations of this Kind, I wh find 
enough to ſay about ſuch Matters of Fact and Experience, as 
occur to our Senſes in the Earth we live upon; not failing, 
however, in that particular Reſpect to the Vegetable Part of it, 
which the Founder of this Lecture could not but have, who 
was all his Life an Eye-witneſs to the divine Miſdom and 
Goodneſs in it. To begin then with ſome Reflections on the 
human Body; the organical Structure whereof is a Work ſo 
aſtoniſhingly curious and complicated, of ſuch exquiſite Beau- 
and Contrivance, ſuch a ſurpriſing Scene of manifold Wiſe 
am; I might add, ſo full of Miracles, (were it not natural 
and common) that Galen, an Heathen Phyſician, who 


thought of nothing leſs than to find out Gop in his Ana- 


tomy of it, was ſo affected by diſcovering how fear fully 
and wonderfully it was made, and by ſeeing with his own 
Eyes the Fitneſs, Uſefulneſs,, and Harmony of its innume- 
rable Parts,' and the many ſeveral Intentions in every Ar- 
tery and Vein, Nerve, Bone and Muſcle, together with the 
Wiſdom of the Whole — He was, I fay, fo affected here- 
with, that he fell into an Extaſy of Devotion, and wrote 
an Hymn to its Creator. Sure then there can be none of 
his Profeſſion (if of equal Judgement and Skill in it) but 
muſt do the like, or more, in Proportion to the late Diſco- 
veries in Anatomy and Phyſic ; ſuch as the Circulation of 
the Blood, (r) the exact Structure of the Brain, the For- 
ces of the Heart, the Uſes of an amazing Variety of Glands 


and Valves, for the Secretion, Retardment and Motion of 


the Fluids in the Body; the prodigious Number of infinite- 
ly little Pipes, that are requiſite for healthful Perſpiration; 
beſides ſeveral other Veſſels and Receptacles not at all known, 
ror ſo much as conceived to have any Exiſtence in his 
Days, tho' they now appear to ſerve the wiſeſt and beſt Ends 
imagi- 

(r) Dr Hales's Statical Eſſays, Vol. II. Introduct. p. 36. 


8 G O D's Regard to Man. 


imaginable. For to what Purpoſe, let me aſk with the Son 
of Sirach, ( hath GOD given to MN ſuch Skl[? 
unleſs that He might be honoured in his marvellous Works. 


The human Body is indeed, conſidered in itſelf, a Subject 


of Wiſdom inexhauſtible; and yet, (did not like W:/dom 
appear in deſigning, ordering, and adjuſting every Thing 
around this our earthly Habitation, with a peculiar Regard 
to it) this Microcoſm (fo called from being an Epitome of 
all that is wonderful in the great World) would be of no 
we to us; (t) nay, otherwiſe it would be the greateſt 
Torment to the Soul, whilſt clothed with Fleſb and Blood, 


Its Dependence as to Life, Senſation and an eaſy State, is ſo 


wholly on external Cauſes, and on the Qualities of other 
Bodies, both viſible and inviſible, remote as well as near, 
that it cannot even ſubſiſt without them: and among the 
Principal of theſe we may reckon the (u) Atmoſphere. For 
not to mention it as the Medium of conveying to us the 
Pleaſures of Light, the Raptures of Muſic, and the Bleſ- 
ſings of Converſation ; how little is our Conſtitution able to 
bear the leaſt Remove into higher Regions of it; much lets 
a Journey to the Moon and Planets, according to the kind 
Project of Biſhop J/:/kins ? What Difficulties, what pant- 
ing, What painful Strugglings do we feel for Breath, when 
its Gravity or Elaſticity are ever ſo little altered, as not to 
keep the exacteſt Balance between (ww) the Air that is without, 
and within the Veſlels of the Body ? This is indeed the In- 
flrument by which Gop, in the philoſophical Account of 
Job, holdeth the (x) Soul of every living Thing, and the 
Breath f all Mankind ; fo that if He were to raiſe us up to 
what we often wiſh for, the pure /Ether, or to take away 

| but 


(1) Feelus. XXXVIII. 6. „ See theſe Obſervations verified in a Variety 


of Inſtances, Locke's Eſſay, B IV. Ch. VI. S. 11. Dr Barrow's Works, Vol. II. 
p. 71 Dr Mead 's Diicourle concerning the Action of the Sun and Moon on 
Animal Bodies. DMiſce//an. Curioſ. Vol. I. p. 371. 
(u) Dr Brntley's Reyle's Lectures, p. 322. Dr Derhan's Phyſico-Theology, 
B. I. Ch I. B. IV. Ch. III. Dr Arbuthnit's Efſay on Air, p. 94, &c. 205. 
(rw) Ditto, p. 28, 32, 40, Cc. 74. (x) Job XII. 10. 
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but a few Minutes from us, what we call groſs and common 
Air, our Fate would be the fame with that of the poor 
Animals, on which we try Experiments in the A:r-pump ; 
our Breath would be gone beyond Recovery : and we ſhould 
ſoon return to Corruption and our native Duſt. —In like 
Manner the whole Race of Vegetables owe their Verdure, 
and their Glory, nay their very Being, to its Clouds, which 
drop down upon them Dews and Showers af heavenly 
Bleflings ; for whenever they are excluded from it, they 
become pale and ſickly : and then (y) mourn and languiſb, 
till they fade away — eriſh. 

But further, if (beſide theſe eſſential Qualities in the Air 
it be no leſs requiſite (2) to the Life and Support both of 
Animals and Vegetables that it ſhould be preſerved pure and 
undefiled, notwithſtanding it muſt be filled with an infinite 
variety of Effluvia and Vapours, of Oils and Salts, of Nitre 
and Sulphur, exhal'd from all ſorts of Things on Earth: and 
is thereby capable of working numberleſs and fatal Changes, 
er in human Bodies, which muſt ſuck it in with every 
Reſpiration, and imbibe it through every Pore; — If the 
Facts be fo, how marvellous muſt- be the Y/:/dom of the 


Author and Director of Nature, in F mixing, and 
) 


agitating, (a) by a kind of perpetual Motion ( this heteroge- 
neous Element in ſuch a Manner, as not only to prevent its 
E by Stagnation, but alſo to make it every where 

ealthful, ſweet and refreſhing ; except in ſome few Places 
and Caſes, which were deſigned to excite human Care and 
Induſtry: or to convince us, that nothing is more eaſy for 
Gop (were He not as Good as He is Miſe than to (c) in- 
fect and poiſon the very Breath of our Noſtrils. Nay, if 
He (to puniſh our Ingratitude and Diſobedience) ſhould on- 
ly blaſt and kill (4) by theſe Means every green Thing, we 

C 


ſhould 


(y) Iſaiah XXIV. 4. (z) Dr Hales's Statics, Vol. II. p. 295. Dr 
Arbutbnot's Eſſay on Air, p. 1, 2, 115, 119, Cc. 146, 154. (a) Ditto, 
p. 64. (4) Not only by Winds, but by a like Flux and Reflux, as of the 
Sea. Ditto, p. 13-16, 97, 106.. Miſcellan. Curioſ. Vol. I. p. 378, 382. n 

(c) Dr Arbuthnot's Eſſay en Air, p. 180, 187. (d] Jer. XII. 4. Ia. XV. 6. 
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ſhould ſoon feel in Famine ſo fore a Want of a — rn 
t 


being common, we are apt not to value as we ou as to 
pine away (e) and die with the vegetable Race; for it is by 
them, that Go p /) giveth Food to all Fleſh. — Thefe were 
by God's (g) original Aſſignment, our only Diet; though 
now we live upon the Beaſts of the Earth, and on the Fowls 1 
of the Air, and on the Fiſhes of the Sea. But then, what 1 
nouriſhes them? Why, Graſs, and Weeds, and Corn, or other 1 
vegetable Productions; which are afterwards converted into | 
all the different Species of animated Bodies, by fuch aſto- 
niſhing Changes and Secretions, as muſt manifeſt the God- 
head to the Mind of every true Philoſopher, however natu- 
ral they may appear to vulgar Eyes. — And when this is 
done, Man, as having Dominion over them () by a more 
abfolute Grant from the moft high Gop, (i) Yor of Hea- 
ven and Earth, kills and eats as he pleaſeth; ſupplying 
every Want and Appetite out of thoſe . whic 
his living Vaſſals receive from Land or Water; who are 4 
thus (4) anſwering the Ends of their Creation, and enjoying 
their own Portion of Happineſs, even whilſt they are fatten- 


ll „ ee for the Altar, or the Table. 
1 or Inſtance, the very Life as well as all the Ghry of So- 
id lomon (of which Hiſtory ſpeaks ſo magnificently) was wholly 
il owing to the vegetable World; except his Gold, and Silver, 1 
1 | and 4 
1 | (e) Lam. IV. 9. Rev. IX. 4. Joel I. 9 12. (f) P/alm CIV. 14, 15. ; 
9 CXXXVI. 25. Deut. XX. 19. That all Fleſh is Graſs, in the literal, as well as { 
I} metaphorical Senſe, Dr Watts ſhews by ſeveral Reflections, which are as J, as 4 
q they are beautiful. Philoſoph. Eſſays, p. 215-228. Dr Arbuthnot on Aliments, " 
1 . $0. (g) Gen. I. 29, 30. ( Chap. IX. 2, 3. Pſalm VIII. 6, 7, 8. | 
1: (1) Gen. XIV. 19. f 
| % Even as Mr Pope obſerves, Fay III. 
| „Mau Feaſts the Animal he dooms his Feaſt, a 
1 And till he ends the Being, makes it bleſt; 4 
140 8 „Which ſees no more the Stroke, nor feels the Pain, q 
| „Than favour'd Man by touch etherial ſlain : 4 
Ihe Creature had his Feaſt of Lile before, ; 
** Thou too mult periſh, when thy Feaſt is Ger.“ Ver. 65-70, 1 


Aberncthy's Sermont, Vol. IT. p. 60, 66, 
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and precious Stones : and even theſe his vegetable Fleetsfetched 
home from Tarſbiſb, Ophir, and Indio. This Truth He is 
indeed ſo Wiſe and Good as to confeſs, when he aſſumes 
the Character of a Preacher, (I) The Profit of the Earth 7s 
for all: the King himſelf is ſerved by the feld. The Milt 
and Butter, which yielded him not only Nouriſhment in 
his Youth, but various Dainties, was the crude juice of Graſs, 
(it may be of ſour or bitter Herbs) rectified, and ſoftened by 
divine Contrivances in flowing through his Herds (m) and 
Flocks. The Honey, that was 2 and pleaſant to his Lips, 
was (u) gathered from the choiceſt Stores of a thouſand 
Flowers : and then worked up by Millions of ſkilful and 
buſy Bees. The Meat, on which he fared ſumptuoufly every 
day, however elegant and dainty in its Nature, or made re- 
liſhing and favoury by Art, was all of it with all its Seaſon- 


ings and Sauces, when reſolved into their conſtituent Prin- 
ciples, nothing better than the Herbage and Grain of his 
Fields, the produce of his Woods, or Weeds growing in his 
Waters. His 5 (if ſuch were then in Faſhion) were 
the natural and choiceſt Fruits of his Gardens and Orchards 
in their ſeveral Seaſons: and as for the worſt, whoſe crabbed 
Juices might ſet his Teeth on edge; his Confectionaries, pro- 
bably, as well as ours, might know how to correct and preſerve, 
enrich and perfume them by Sweets ſqueezed out of Indian 
Reeds. The (0) Bread that daily ſtrengthned him was made 
of Wheat or Rice; the Oil (p) that gave cheerfulneſs to his 
Countenance, nay, honour to Go p and Man, was the Fat- 
neſs of the Olive-Tree : and the Wine (q) which made glad 


his Heart,was the pure Blood of the Grape. And in Countries 


where Vines will not ripen to Perfection, they who con- 
fult either Health or Pleaſure in what they drink, may find 


C 2 a 
(1) Eccles. V. . n See an amuſing Digreſſion on theſe Topics in 
Dr Maus Philoſ. Efſays, Eff. IX. S. 5. (n) Dr Arbuthnot's Eſſays on 


Aliments, p. 53, 57. Nieuentyt's Relig. Phil. Vol. II. p. 719. 
(% Pſalm CIV. 15. Deut. VII. 13. Fer. XxXXI. 12. 


(p) Fuds. IX. 9. 7. XXXII, 14. Prov. XXXI. 6. 
Ecclus. xk. note (2) Dex 4 r XI. 6 
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a wholdome, a delicious, and plentiful Supply from Barley 
brewed up with common Water, or from the Liquor they 
may preſs out of Cyder-Orchards, eſpecially within this hap- 
py Iſland. Tho' it not content herewith, we will ſend our 
Oaks in Fleets all the World over for what we judge better 
for our Health and Spirits: or thro' a luxurious, if not vi- 
tiated Palate, may fancy more pleaſing to our Taſte ; Why 
even then, what do we elſe ? but change the Infuſions and 
Diſtillings of exotic Plants for thoſe of Engliſb Growth, tho 
beſt ſuited (as I believe) by (7) Providence itſelf to Engliſb 
Conſtitutions, | 
But to return from this ſhort Digreſſion to Soamon. His 
Altire and Raiment likewiſe, as well as ours, whether of 
the choiceſt Y/ool, the ſofteſt Furs, or richeſt S, did once 
row on the Skins of Beaſts, or was ſpun thro' the Bowels 
of Worms, who collected their Materials from Graſs and 
Trees : and how much Vegetable Drugs contribute to their 
beautiful Colourings, is a a, that I muſt leave to thoſe, 
who are ſkilled in the Art of Dying, to reveal. His fineſt 
Lace, (s) as well as Linnen, was the Rind of Flax : or the 
ſoft Clothing which the Fruit of Cotton-Trees had firſt put on. 
Nay, Thef: when worn to Rags, and in Appearance good 
for nothing, may yet (when turned by modern Improve- 


ment into . and Books) be made to anſwer the beſt and 


wiſeſt Purpoſes of carrying on a Traffic, keeping up a Cor- 
reſpondence, and ſpreading both Religion and Knowledge 
thro” all Parts of the Word; ſuch Uſes, as the Leaves of 
Plants, with Tablets of Wood or Stone, did but imperfectly 
ſupply in the Days of Solomon, as well as in the Ages before 
him. Moreover, the ſtately Palaces he built, and the mag- 
nificent Temple he raiſed, were, for the moſt Part, (both in 
their Structure and Furniture) the (7) Tribute that was paid, 
and the Offerings that were made by the Mountains of Le- 


banon, 
(r) Raii Hiſt. Plant. L. XVI. C. III. 
0) Unleſs we can ſuppoſe it to have been made out of the Bark of the Lagetto- 
Trice. Sir Hans Sloane' Nat. Hiſt. of Jamaica, Vol. II. p. 22. | 
(t) 1 Kings, Chap. V, VI, VII. 
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banon, and the Foreſts of Carmel, to their King and their 
Go b, out of their goodlieſt and loftieſt Trees; Nay, to 
make theſe Palaces and this _— always glad, the lowlier 
Trees and humble Plants never failed (to fay nothing of the 
Share they had (u. in Mufical Inſtruments) in ſending in 
their aromatic Contributions of the richeſt Spices, (w) and 
ſweeteſt Perfumes, along with pure Frankincenſe. 

But enough of Solomon, and all his Ghry. — It concerns 
us more to reflect on the Viſdom and Benevolence of the Au- 
thor and Giver of Life, and of all theſe good Gifts to Us, as 
well as to HI; that He hath, in the common(x) Treaſures of 
the Fields, beſtowed upon us what is of more Worth, than all 
the Mines of Gold and Silver; of as much Worth indeed, as 
Life itſelf. For is it not aſtoniſhing to conſider, that, be- 
cauſe we cannot eat Graſs with the Beaſts of the Field, He 
ſhould ſo contrive, and order Things, that it ſhould, with- 
out our Thought or Trouble, be almoſt (y) ccd up by 
them for human Food: and that the numberleſs Ingredients, 
each one of a different Kind and Virtue, (which go (2) by 
ſurpriſing Changes and Mixtures towards the Nouriſhment 
x Compoſition of thoſe Vegetables and Animals, whence 
we have all our Variety of Meats and Drinks) ſhould never- 
theleſs, when taken into the Stomach of Man, be there digeſt- 
ed even (a) by Bitters and Acids, and then temper'd by (S) an 
inſipid, and yet pancreatic Juice, into one uniform and wholſome 
Liquor, (c) called CH ye; which (leaving what is noxious or 
unfit for Uſe, to be (d) perſp:r'd, or caſt out into the Draught) 
is thence (e) conveyed thro' Canals and Veſſels, of various, 
but exactly ſuitable Dimenſions, into the Blood; whoſe Com- 


poſition 


(u) 1 Kings X. 12, (w) Exod. XXX. 1, 34. (x) Fer. XLI. 8. 

(y) Dr Nieutentyt therefore looks upon Oxen, Sheep, and all other Creatures 
that are taken by Man for Food, as ſo many Kitchens for dreſſing his Graſs. 
Contemp. XIX. S. z. "I 

(z) Dr Arbuthnot's Eſſay on Aliments, p. 55, 66. Dr Hales, Vol. II. p. 1 80, 182. 

(a) Dr Arbuthnot's Eſſay, p. 7, 12, 15. (5) See on the Pancreatic Juice. 
Dr Arbuthnot of Aliments, p. 15. — Chambers's Dictionary. 

(-) Ditto, Word Cuy1ie. Dr Arbuthnot, p. 2, &c. 15. Dr Watts's Philo. 
E ſays, p. 220. (4) Dr Arbuthnot, p. 12. Dr Hales's Statical Eſſays, Vol, I. 
p-. 12, &:. Vol. II. p. 167. 


(Ditto, Vol. II. p. 124, 160, 166. Dr Arbuthnot, p. 22, 55. 
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fofition is in the Nature of Things as great a Ayer y.— 
Nor is it leſs amazing, that this Chyle ſhould then (/) be 
circulated along with he Blood by an inconceivable Force in 
ſo little an Engine (g) as the Heart. And this with ſuch 
Degrees of Velocity, as will anſwer to the different Capa- 
cities of the ſeveral Arteries and Veins thro' which it is to 
paſs, tlioꝰ many of them be more in Number than the Hairs 
of our Head, as well as more (lender, intricate and branch- 
ing, than the Threads of the fineſt Lace; all of which are 
nevertheleſs ſo ranged and fitted, (%) as well as fo ſtrongly 
wrought, as to ret that inconcervable Forer: and not only 
ſo, but likewiſe are furniſhed with elaſtic Powers, and pro- 
per Valves, ſo as to forward or retard the ſeveral Secretions, 


that are requiſite (7) to produce, and proportion that pecu- 


liar Nouriſhment, ( which will make an uniform Increaſe 
of the Body, (notwithſtanding the exceeding great Diverſity 
of its conſtituent Parts) according to that efeFual working, 
which will at laſt bring it unto the Stature of a perfect Man, 
even from the Chaos of a Fætus; fo as to have all its Mem- 
bers formed, ¶ Hexactly as they were written in the Volume of 
Gov's Book of Creation: or (to uſe the modern Terms of 
Art) as they were de/igned in his original Model of the human 
Species. And not only fo, but afterwards repair its De- 
cays and Waſtings, and keep it in its ordinary Meaſure of 
Health and Strength ; till Violence ſhall cut it off: or till 
the Nature of it, being quite worn out, ſhall break up in a 
general Diſſolution, Ho dear are thy Counſels unto Man, 
O Gon! O bo great is the Sum of them ! 

It is obſerved by Phy/icians, that a (n) a conſtant Adher- 
ence to one ſort of Diet may have bad, nay dangerous Ef- 
tects, on the beſt natural Conſtitution. G o Þ therefore has 


; provided 


(7) Dr Hales's Stat. Vol. I. p 56. Vol. IT. p. 54. Dr Arbuthnet, p. 20, 24, 34. 

) Dr Arbuthnrt, p. 35, 162. Dr Hales, Vol. II. Introd. B. p. 3 2-40, - 4 
78, &c. 151, Dr Vieuentyt, Vol. I. p. 76, 102. 

% Dr Hates, Vol. IL. p. 63, 124, 160, 166. Dr Arbuthmt, p. 28, 35, 38, 
102, 165. Job X. 11. (i) Ditto, p. 37. 

/#) Ditto, p. 40, &r. Dr Hales, Vol. I. p. 146, 341. 

is) Palm CXXXIX. 12,17. Dr Arbuthnit, p 40,43. (1) Ditto, p.216,09. 238. 
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rovided a plentiful Variety of it for Men: And not only 
b but how wiſe, and fender of us is his Providence, in 
making even this Variety to concur, by numberleſs Combi- 
nations and Separations both of fluid and ſolid Particles, in 
carrying on ſuch a perpetual Circulation of Cauſes and Ef- 
fects, as is neceſſary to human Health and Life? As the 
right Craſis of that vital Fluid, our Blood, (a) muſt conſiſt 
in a due Equilibrium between the perpetual Strugglings of 
many active Principles bath within and without us: and 
be preſerved thro' infinite Changes in the circulating Veſ- 
fels, whilſt its various Ingredients are (o) imlating, or 
perſpiring, or evacuating, in ſuch Degrees and Proportions 
as Nature requires; Is it not onder ful, that even (p) the 
organical and folid Parts of our Bodies ſhould (conſidering 
their Number, Minuteneſs, and delicate Tcxture) continue 
ſo long, as they ordinarily do, in conſtant Motion and Ex- 
erciſe, without being diſordered or worn out? But the Mon- 
der heightens into a fanding Miracle, when we reflect, that 
notwithſtanding we eat and drink a thouſand Things, which 
operate contrary to each other; yet, to borrow the juſt 
Expreſſions of the Son of Sirach, (q) not only the Health 
and good Eſtate of a found and flrong Body, which are above 
all Gold, or infinite Wealth ; but even a nice healthy Balance 
(r) of Power, as well as Temperature in the Blood, and other 
Fluids, ſhould be maintained for Years together, and often 
to old Age, thro' the many natural Conflicts and Mixtures 
it muſt undergo ; over and beſides the many unnatural 
Shocks (s) we meet with from wholeſome Food, or incle- 
ment Seaſons, but above all from Intemperance, render'd more 
pernicious by the accurſed Arts of Luxury. Nay, when an habi- 
tual Courſe of Debaucheries, or a perpetual Carnival, (t) have 


put 


( Dr Arbuthnot, p. 137, 151, 154, 162, 202. Dr Hales, Vol. II. p. 109, 
Sc. 115, 139. (o Ditto, Vol. I. p. 12—15. Vol. II. „ 109, 115, 118. 
Dr Arbuthnot, p. 138. ( Ditto, p. 165, 166. Dr Hales, Vol. II. p. 109. 

7) Ecclus. XXX. 15, 16. (r) Dr Hales, Vol. II. p. 110. 

(s) Ditto, p. 110. (:) Ditto, p. $8, 129, 137. — His Friendly Auno- 
nition to the Drinkers of Brandy, &c. | 
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t the whole Maſs of Blood into a Flame, or have corrupt- 
ed it inſenſibly by unnatural Indulgences, or have /ooſen'd all 
the Solids of the Body, leaving them without Strength to 
diſcharge their common Offices in Life; why then we mult 
fly not only to Temperance, Exerciſe and Air, but alſo to 
the Vegetable World for Doſes (u) and Draughts, to cool, 


attenuate, relax, contract or invigorate them: And if they fail, 


our laſt Recourſe mult be to a () Vegetable Diet, (the ſole 
Food of Man in his primitive and innocent State) as the on- 
ly means (if any ſuch be left) to recover and renew a dif- 
caſed and broken Conſtitution. — But how various and ef- 
fectual the ſecret Virtues (x) of Herbs, Plants and Trees, are 
in this reſpect : and what Treaſures of Medicinal Drugs our 
merciful and kind Creator has laid up in Store for removing, 
or alleviating thoſe very Ev/s, which the Sins of Men have 
brought into this World, wherein (/ every thing that He 
. had made was very good; I mult leave to them to diſcover, 
who make a Profeſſion of this Myſtery : and who probably 
have Skill (fo far as human Skill can preſerve mortal Crea- 
tures) to ſuit and mix them by Weight and Meaſure for 
the (2) Cure of Diſtempers, for the taking away of Pains, 
and for the Healing of all Wounds, Bruiſes, and putrefying 


Sores. And I doubt not but that they find upon Experi- 


ence, that Go p is alike mindful of the Sons of Men in his 
Proviſions for their S7c&neſs as their Health, by the Medicines 
he has created out off the Earth, as well as by the Si He 
has given (a) to the Phy/ician, the Chirurgeon, and the Apo- 
thecary, to uſe them, I doubt not alſo, but that they will 
at the ſame Time confeſs themſelves to be but Inſtruments 
in his Hands, and under his Direction, of doing Good: or 
in the Words of the Book of Wiſdom, (b) that it was net- 


ther 
% Dr Hales's Statics, Vol. II. p. 136. Dr Arbuthnvt, p. 56, &c: bo, c. 
129, Ce. ( Ditto, p. 129, 219. (x) Maid. VII. 20. Rev. 


XXII. 2. Dean Brooke's Sermon, Apr. 19 1731. p. 20, 26. Spettac. of Nature, 


_ Vol. I. Part IT. p. 160. Vol. II. p. 333, 338. Vol. HI. p. 8. (3) Gen. I. 31. 


(z) Ecclus, XXXVIII. 18. Jai. 1. 6, Rev. XXII. 2. 
(a) Dr Hales Statice, Vol. II. p. 166. (5) Mid. XVI. 12, 13. 
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ther Herb, nor molliſying Plaiſter, that reſtored them to 
Health, buf thy Word, O Lon p, (working in their natural 
Powers, or by a marvellous Interpoſal) which healeth all 
Things. For thou haſt Power of Life and Death : Thou lead- 
eſt to the Gates of Hell, and bringeſt up again. | 
However, beſide the Bleſſings of Health, Strength, and 
Life, I cannot forbear to mention (tho' I have tormerly 
touched (c) upon this Topic) how marvellouſly and vari- 
ouſly divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs have conſpired to ren- 
der this Earth, particularly the Vegetable Part (d) of it, 
ſubſervient not only to the Neceſſities and Wants, but even 
to the Conveniencies and Pleaſures of Men, (e) in the 
ſeveral Climates and Seaſons. — Hence it is, that our 
Creator has with the moſt exquiſite Art and Foreſight (f) 
ſo adapted our natural Inclinations and Appetites, together 
with our Senſes, Organs and Faculties, to the = Ob- 
jects that are to affect and employ them; that probably, 
had Things without or within us been ordered in any other 
Manner, it would have been inconſiſtent with our Being, 
or at leaſt with our Well-being, in that Part of the Univerſe 
we now inhabit. Were our Senſes only altered to what 
ſome Perſons (who are more diſpoſed to find Blemiſhes than 
Beauties in the Works of Creation and Providence) have 
been pleaſed to imagine a greater Degree of Perfection — 
Had they but been made as quick, and as acute as they 
ſeem to wiſh them, we ſhould (had not the Conſtitution 
of the World, and of all Things therein, been likewiſe al- 
tered) have been of all other Creatures in it the moſt miſe- 
rable. | 
The Importance of this Obſervation will, I hope, excuſe 
me to you for repeating, and adding ſomewhat to thoſe 
Inſtances I have already brought to verify it. Suppoſe the 
Ra Eye 
c) Ina n on Whitſon-Tueſday, ales, Vol. I. p. 323. 
x . Nat. Vl. Il. - 5 7795 Doe Boyle“ 14 be os, 


957 br Barrow's Works, Vol. II. p. 71. Locke's Egay, B. II. Chap XXIII. 
* 12,13. 2 


us wit 
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Eye to have all the Improvements, (g) that Invention or 
Fancy can make to optical Glaſſes, the moſt whimſical 
Atheiſt would ſoon pray to Go p to be without them in his 

reſent State. If it could excel the ſolar Microſcope in ſhew- 
ing us diſtinctl 2 ſeveral Millions of times leſs than 
the ſmalleſt Object of our Sight; obſerve the Conſequence, 
their Bigneſs would be infinitely troubleſome, becauſe we 


ſhould ſee but one Object, or rather Part of an Object at a 


time. The ſmalleſt Pebble in our Garden Walks would have 
the Appearance of an high and craggy Mountain: and ſhock 

* Difficulty and Terror of climbing it. — It 
would take a Day to view the Configuration of a ſingle 
Flower, without any of its Beauties, which would all be 
changed into Ruggedneſs and Deformity, Had the fir/? 
Author of Beauty ſo formed the Eyes of Adam, he had loſt 


in the Sight of Fre all the Pleaſure which the Perfection 


of her Beauty, the Kindneſs of her Looks, the Cheerfulneſs, 
of her Countenance, and the Amiableneſs, of her Behaviour 
muſt have given him, — And had we herein been. like 
him, we ſhould not have been able to ſee any thing of 
Form, Comelineſs, or Beauty in human Bodies, to delight in 
or admire ; we ſhould /othe ourſelves in our own Sight; we 
- thould look upon one another as Monſters : and even ab- 
bor (h) every Man his Brother for his outward Appearance. 
We ſhould be ſtarving in the midit of Plenty, before we 
could diſcern what was fit to eat. — But what if gur Eyes 
were made like Teleſcopes, ſo as to deſcry Objects at the 
greateſt Diſtance? Alas! how little defirable would fuch 
an Improvement be, as would deprive us of the Faculty of 
ſceing what is neareſt to us, and moſt concerns us. Our 
View can now take in whatever is great, beautiful, or pleaſ- 
ing, in the Heavens above, or the Harth beneath us, within 
the Coampals of our Horizon ; but then the moſt extenſive 
or delightful Proſpect we could have, would be terminated 

with 


(e) Dr Bentley's Ney“ Hd. p. 90, 97. Locks Fly, I. II. Ch XXIII. S. 12. 
(6) Eftber . 5. Fal . XXXVI. 1 ö 
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with the Length of our Arms at fartheſt. — So likewiſe, if 
the Senſe (i. f Hearing were proportionably guicken'd, we 
ſhould be diſtracted with Noiſe; all Society muſt ceaſe ; 
the very Company of our Friends would be one of the Plagues 
of Life: and their moſt inſtructing, or endearing Conver ſa- 
tion, (even that of the Partners of our Souls, notwithſtand- 


ing there ſhould be () Kindneſs, Meekneſs, and Comfort in 


their Tongues) could not be born without the Patience of 

ob. The moſt refrething Breeze would blow a Storm, nay, 
every Breath of Air would found like a Peal of Thunder in 
our Ears: and a Clap of that would ſtrike us deaf or dead; 
not but that dying would in ſuch Circumſtances be a Hap- 
pineſs unto us, ſince we ſhould have neither Sleep nor Quiet 
whilſt alive. - As to our Smel/ling, I ſhall ſay no more, 
than were this Senſe to be as delicate and quick as the reſt, 
the ſweeteſt Perfumes, and the moſt pleaſant Odours, would 
be ſo far from regaling our NVoſtrili, and rejoicing our Hearts, 
that we ſhould be faint, and /ick to Death with them: or 
rather, conſidering theſe vile Bodies, we ſhould live under 
the ſame incurable Plague (1) with Antiochus in the Macca- 
bees, no Man could abide his own intolerable Stink ; whilſt 
the Filthineſs of our Smell would be noiſome to all around 
us. — Nor ſhould we ſuffer leſs Miſery, were we in our 


Feeling to have the utmoſt Degree of Senſibility. Our Chaths 


would be a Burden too heavy for us to brar ; every Touch 
would make us roar : and we might now as well ſeeßp on 
Thorns, as then on a Bed of the ſofteſt Down. — How in- 
ſupportable would Lzfe be, juſt as much fo, as on the Rack ? 
—— the whole Body would have the Tenderneſs of a Wound, 
and be in as exquiſite Pain: (n) as it all our Bones were out 
of joint ; whilſt the very Motes and Atoms, that are conti- 
nually flying in the Air, would (n) vex and torture it, he 
a Thing that is raw, — I can't but wiſh, even from Prin- 
ciples of Humanity and Charity, to ſee every cenſorious 

D 2 Atheiſt 


(i) Dr Bentley's Boyles Let. p 98. (4) Ecclus. XXXVI. 23. 
O00 » IX. 5, 12. 13 Eſalm XXII. 14. 2 Eſaim L VIII. 8. 
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Atheiſt in ſuch Agonies ; becauſe I am perſuaded, that 
whenever he (o) ſaw, heard, ſmelt, taſted, or touched any 
Thing, he would cry out, as with the Apoſtle on another Oc- 
caſion, ( O wretched Man, that T am ! who ſhall deliver 
me from this Body? And when delivered, that he would 
join with the Conviction, and Devotion of the e in 


this Ejaculation, ( 7 O Lok p, how manifold are 7 orks, 


in Wiſdom haſt thou made them all: the Earth is full 47 thy 
Riches, and thy Goodneſs! who haſt ſo contrived and 
made Things, as that (r) the hearing Ear, and the ſeeing 
Eye, with our other Senſes, ſhould be all ſuited to the Ob- 
jets that muſt ſtrike them, to the Conveniencies and Plea- 
ſures of this Life: and to the Buſineſs we have to do, whilſt 
clothed with Fleſh and Blood. | 
Add to this, that Man (s) may enjoy Good all the Days 
of his Life, GoD has been ſo mindful of him, (even in this 
| Animal State) as to anſwer him in the Joy of his Heart, by 
giving almoſt every Thing around us (ia Power of raiſing 
agreeable, and oftentimes delightful Perceptions in his Mind; 
ſo that nothing, generally and ordinarily ſpeaking, occurs in 
Nature noiſome or troubleſome to any Senſe, (unleſs it be inju- 
rious to us) but at leaſt innocent and inoffenſive. Nay, what is 
more, this Power belongs not to the internal Conſtitution of 
Things, nor to the eſſential or primary Qualities of Matter, 
( which would be in no wiſe grateful to our Senſes) were not 
the Creator of it 8 according to an elegant Metaphor of 
the Son of Sirach, (u) to garniſb thoſe excellent Works of his 
Wiſdom : and to deck them out in foreign Ornaments for our 
Delight, by furniſhing them with ſecondary Qualities, ſuch 
as Colours, Smells and Taſtes; which exiſt not in the O5 
Jjeds themſelves, but are in reality external Effects produced 
in dur own Minds, thro' their Means, in a Manner beyond 
our Comprchenſton ; on purpoſe to make this World, not 


only 


(-) Col. II. 21. 6 Rom. VII. 24. (4) P/alm CIV. 24, 25. 
(r) Prov. XX. 12, 1) Eciles. V. 18, 20. Vid. XVI. 20. =D; 
(1) Lecke's Fay, B. IT. Ch. VII. S. 3. Dr Barraw's Works, Vol. II. p. 71. 
(« ) Ecilus, XLII. 21, | = 
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only a State of Trial, but a convenient, and entertaining 
Habitation. To ſpeak indeed with philoſophical Propriety, 
the Earth is indebted for its Charms and Glory to the Senſes 
of Mankind, to whom G o p hath given the Dominion over it. 
I have already publiſhed. ſome general Reflections on this 
Truth : and ſhall now confirm it by an Enumeration of a 
few more Particulars. Lich itſelf, (which was the (w) 
firſt created Thing out of the Chaos, and gives Beauty 
to the Univerſe) is nothing elſe but common Matter won- 
derfully refined: and owes its raviſhing Luſtre (in the (x) 
Morning when the Sun ariſeth, even a Morning without 
Clouds) to the marvellous Structure of our Eyes, by which 
it excites Senſations in our Minds. And igconceivable muſt 
be the Wiſdom of the Father of Light, who in forming the 
Eye contrived ſuch a Relation and Fitneſs between — 
as that its numberleſs and difform Rays, which are ſingly 
capable of producing diſtinct Colours, ſhould all together, by 
an entire Mixture and Confuſion, impreſs upon us an Idea 
of perfect Whiteneſs, ſo that (y) the Eye not only marvelleth 
at the Beauty of the Brightneſs thereof, but even the Mind 
thinks the L1GuT 70 he truly ſweet : and that nothing can 
be more pleaſant than to bebold the Sun, thro' whoſe Rays it 
is, that we behold every thing elſe; Nor is it leſs inconceivable, 
that theſe very Rays, (a) when diſperſed, refracted, and reflected 
by the Bodies that ſurround us, ſhould. inge or paint them 
over with all the poſſible Variety of Colouring : or rather, to 
uſe a Language more correſpondent to the Truth of Things, 
thould, when rejected, and turned aſide by them, ſeek a 
more hoſpitable Reception in our Eyes, and thence, (as it 
were in Gratitude) convey to the Mind thoſe delightful 
Senfations which the Vulgar call beautiful Colours, in the 
Objects themſelves ; whereas hinder Light from ſtriking 
| | | thereon 


(% Gen. I. 3. (x) 2 Sam, XXIII 4. „ Ecclus. XLIII. 11, 18. 
Eccles. XI. 7. Prov. XV. zo. 
[.) See Sir Iſaac Newton's Letter, about his New Theory of Light and Colcurs. 
( Miſce/lan. Cur. Vol, I. p. 105.) with all its experimental Improvements, in his 
Treatiſe of Optics. . = 
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thereon, they all vaniſh: and (a) Darkneſs covereth the 
Earth, even as at the*Chaos. | 

The Power, or Principle from whence theſe Colours flow, 
is of the greateſt Conſequence to the whole YegetableW orld, 
becauſe without them its Beauty-andiG/ory would be loſt. 


For let the dry Land appear quite ſtripped of that green 


Covering, which Light now ſpreads over it: and there 
woulll be nothing more for us to ſee and deſine in it, than 
what the weary Traveller finds in the 6arren Deſarts of 
Arabia. Ihe World (&) itſelf would be as a Wilderneſs ; 
ſince oy and Gladneſs (c) would be thus taken from the 
moſt plentiful Fields and Meadows, becauſe the Eye (d] na- 
turally deſireth Corn and Graſs, when they are green, even 
more than Favour or. Beauty. The Trees themſelves, with- 
out their lively Veruure, are but a comfortleſs Sight; fo that 
vre even bleſs the Rigors of the Winter Seaſon, Ne cloathing 
them with the biteneſt of Snow, Look on Flowers, and 


tho' you view them thro! the beſt of Microſcopes, you will 


be deprived of one of the. higheſt Entertainments, even tho' 
you could diſcover the inimitably curious Embroidery of 
their Leaves; unleſs. as the Flowers be, fo likewiſe ſhould 
they ine in the Richneſs and Variety: of thoſe Colours; 
wherein (to ſpeak in the I of | Newtonian Philoſo- 
phy) Lion r ſets them off by its Reflections and Refractions 
in their ſplendid and gay Appearance, to common Sight: 
and at the {ame Time diverſifies them to the Horiſt's diſ- 
cerning Eye, with ſuch fine Strokes, and Shades, and Tints, 
as the Pencil or the Loom faintly expreſs, and which make 
it, that Solomon (e) in all the Glory of his Dreſs, was not 
arrayed like a Lily of the Field, or a Tulip in its bloom. — 
The ſame may be ſaid of every other Senſe, as of our Sight; 
even as:{faac (/) ſeems to intimate, that the Fatneſs and 
Plenty of a Soil are as nothing, if it have not the Smell of a 

Field, which the Lok D hath bleſſed. Is not the Value of 


Incenſe 


(a) Iſai. LX. 2. Gen. I. 2. (6) Chap. XIV. 17. (c) Fer. XLVIII. 33. 
(4) Ecelus, XL. 22. (e) Matt. VI. 29. (/) Gen. XXVII. 27, 28. 
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Incenſe (g) itſelf in its ſweet' Odour ? So likewiſe the Nio- 
let, the Honeyſuckle, the Riſe, the Pink and Lily, with ma- 
ny more of the fiery Tribe in; their annual Succeſſion, 
would be robbed of more than half their. Worth (even tho! 
their various Colourings were left to beautify our Abode) 
if ſo it were, that our S melling did not () rejoice our Hearts. 
with a Sweetneſs, a Perfume, and an enlivening Fragrancy,, 
from their Efluvia; which Art never attempts to imitate, 
even when it pretends to paint like Nature. — Of how lit- 
tle Value- would. be our Gardens and; our Orchards, if the 
Fruits of them were all inſipid? or rather, if, like old Bar- 
zillai, (i) we could not taſte what we: cat. or what we drink 
thro! the Decays of Age; for (4) in philoſophical Truth, it 
is a Senſation in our own Palates, wherewith Gop cre- 
ates us, which; gives to whatever we: eat and drink, if 


it be goed (1) for Foad, a plagſing Reliſh, (m) to prevent 


our periſhing thro' want of Appetite; but eſpecially: to 
Fruits the many: and: diverſe (u Flavours they have from a. 
good, and nice. (which may. degenerate. into a luxurious) 
Diſtinction in our Taftes, fo, as to ( fill oun Hearts with, 
Food and: Gladneſs at one and the fame Time; even as it 
fared: with: the (Children of Iſrael in the Land of Canaan, 
which Go p gave them, as his cheſen People, for the Lot of 
their Iuheritunce; where they found (p) fat Land, with 
Vineyards, and Olive-yards, and. Fruit-Trees in abundanca, 
able to content every Man's Delight, and agreeing to every 
Taſte; fo: that they did eat, and were filled, and became 
fat, and delighted themſelves in his great Goodneſs, 
Upan-the Whole then, I ought not to conclude my firſt 
general Reflection, without remarking, that it is not qur 
Reaſon alone, but our Senſes alſo, that diſcover Go p's w1/e 
Care, and tender Regard of us, in providing, even for this 


low 
te) Lerit. XXVI. 41. Phil. IV. 18. Rev. V. 8. Fcclun. xxx. 14. 
% Prov. XXVII. (i) 2 Sam. XIX. 35. (*) Locke's Efſav, 
B. II. Ch. III, VII. VJ Gen. III. 6. (m) Locke's Eſſay, B. II. 
Ch. XX. S. 18. Nicucntyt, Vol. I. Contemp. 14. - (n) 2 Ed. VL 44. 


(% Ads XIV. 17, ( Nehem. IX. 25. Wiſd, XVI. 20. 
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low Life, all the Happineſs it is capable of, We may (9) 


ſee, and taſte, and ſmell, and feel, and hear, not only how 


mindful of us, but alſo how exceeding good and. gracious to 


us the LORD is. — BLEssED therefore is the Man, who 
feareth, ſerveth, leveth, and trufteth in HI; for he ſhall 
want no manner of Thing that is Good: Yea, He ſhall be 


crowned with Glory and Honour. But this leads me natu- 
rally to a | 


II. Second general Reflection, which ſhall be my /aft. — 
Since Go p has been ſo mindful of us, and made ſuch abun- 
dant and kind Proviſion for our animal, ſenſitive, and earthy 
Part, in the which Man (i is /ike to the Beaſts that periſh, 
(for as one dieth, ſo dieth the other: and all turn to Duſt 


again) there muſt be Reaſon, as well as Revelation, to be- 


lieue, that there are more valuable Treaſures of Happineſs 


and Glory in reſerve for what is rational, ſpiritual, and di- 


vine within us, whereby we have a preeminence above 
Beaſts, nay, are but little lu, than Angels; to believe in- 
deed, that all the natural Deſires, Hopes, and Longings of 
our Souls, which are (s) created after his own Image in all 
communicable Perfections, as well as in Eternity, ſhall be 
anſwered and ſatisfied. We ſeem at preſent to be but in 
the firſt Stage of our Exiſtence, where our immaterial and 
immortal Spirit is to ſojourn in a Tabernacle of Fleſh and 
Blood, till Gop hath proved (t) and tried whether I will 


be 701ſe, good, faithful, and worthy to return unto Himſelf 
who gave it, at his own appointed Time. However, our 


Reaſon and Underſtanding may even here be gratified with 
a Pleaſure far exceeding what our Senſes will afford, whilſt 
holy Souls (u) are endeavouring to find out Go p unto Per- 


fection, by acquainting themſelves with his Deſigns and 


Ends in the Works of Creation and Providence : and going 


ON 


% P/alm XXXIV. 8—10. (r) Palm XLIX. 12. Eccles. III. 18-20. 
(s) Gen. I. 27. Wiſd. II. 23. III. 5. — Animus, divinæ particula auræ. 


Horat. 2. Serm. 2. v. 79. % Eccles. XII. 2. Fob VII. Ii. XIV. 14. 
6. 


Cu Wijd. VII. 15, Sc. Je XI. 7. Ecidus. XLIII. 
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on to imitate and glorify Him in the Ways of Knowledge 
and Virtue. Whence it is, that (according to an Obſerva- 
tion in the Book of Wiſdom) true (w) Wis OM 7s more 
beautiful than the Sun, and above all the Order of Stars; nay, 
that being compared with the Light, ſhe is Found before it. 
Accordingly it is obſervable, that there is the ſtrongeſt 
Paſſion in human Minds for Natural Philoſophy : and thac 
our Creator has ſo formed them for it, and adapted them 
to it, even wlülſt we are in this Body, that all his 
viſible Works (x) do ſtrike both the Underſtanding and 
Imagination with the moſt affecting and pleafing Senſe of 
Beauty, in Proportion and Order, in Harmony, Greatneſe, 
and Novelty. —We feel within ourſelves an ())) unſatisfied, 
a boundleſs Curioſity to purſue the Steps of ite Wiſdom, 
and to ſearch out (z) the Works of Him, who is perfect in 
Knowledge. Nay, wherein elſe can this Senſe be gratified 
and ſatisfied? (a) O hoo deſirable are they all: and that a 
Nan may ſee them, even to a Spark There is indeed no earth- 
ly Tranſport, like the Joy of a Philoſopher in the Diſcoveries 
he makes; which, when elevated by thoſe religions and 
devout Sentiments () ſuch Diſcoveries inſpire, is a kind 
of Anticipation of Heaven, as well as a Qualification for it, 
Beſides, there is no Subject, whereon our Hands, our Heads, 
and Hearts, our Sagacity and, Induſtry can be employed 
with a more engaging Varicty, or with greater Advantages. 
Every Experiment will inſtruct and profit, as well as pleaſe 
us, becauſe we find in every Thing a wiſe, and good, and 
uſcſul Deſign. — Be our Progreſs in this Study what it will, 
we are ſure to have our Pains amply rewarded ; for the 
more we get into the Knowledge (c) of the Natures and 
| E Proper- 
(w) Wiſ/d. VII. 29. (x) Rom. I. 20. Wiſd. VII. 15, Sc. Ch. XIII. 
Dr Barrow's Works, Vol. II. p. 83, 84. Dr Hales Statics, Vol. II. Dedic. 
p. vi. (z) Fob X XXVII. 16. ( Ferlus. XLII. 22 (4) De 
Barrow, Vol. II. p. 65. Abernethy's Sermons, Vol. I. p. 356. Biſhop Spratr's 
Hitt. of the Royal Society, p, 345. („% Dr Hales, Vol. I. p. 318. Diito, 


Vol. II. Dedic. & Pref. p. 7,11, 16,19. Locke's Eſſay, B. IV. Ch. XII. $, 11, 
12. Bp Spratt, p. 43% Aberncthy's Serm, Vol. II. P. 72. 
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Properties of material Things; ſo much the more will they 
be profitable to us in the Life that now is; ſo much the 
more will the real Treaſures of this Earth be increaſed to 
us: and the Dominion Go p hath given us over it be en- 
larged. This is truly (to borrow what I would fay from 
dj the judicious and elegant Mriter of the Hiſtory of the 
Royal Society) * to command the World; to rank all the 
« Varieties and Degrees of Things fo orderly one upon an- 
* other, that ſtanding upon the Top of them, we may 
perfectly bchold all that are below): and make them all 
ſubſervient to the Quiet, and Peace, and Plenty of Man's 
* Life. And to this Happineſs there can be nothing elſe 
added; but that we make a ſecond Advantage of this 
* riſing Ground, thereby to look the nearer into Heaven, 
« An Ambition, which tho' it was puniſhed in the old 
World by an niverſal Confuſion, when it was managed 
«* with Impicty and Tnſolence ; yet when it is carried on by 
that IIumility and Innocence, which can never be ſeparat- 
« ed from true Knowledge; when it is deſigned not to 
* brave the Creator of all Things, but to admire Him the 
* more; it muſt needs be the utmoſt Perfection of human 
« Nature.” | 

And indeed, if we ſet aſide all Regard to our temporal 
Conveniencics and Happineſs: and conſider nothing (e) but 
what will carry on our greateſt Intereſt, that is, the Con- 
dition of our eternal State; why then, this Study of Go p's 


viſible Works is as likely and natural a Method as we can 


chuſe, to educate a rational and immortal Soul: and to 
train it up for that State. For it is the Exerciſe of its moſt 
exalted Faculties : and will even enlarge and delight them, 
whilſt we are making an Acquiſition of ſuch divine Truths, 
ag are more pleaſant to the Mind, than Light is to the Eyes. 
We thall thus be growing up /) not only in the Know- 


| ledge, 
(4) Bp Spratt's Tilt. of the Royal Society, p. 110. (e) Locke's Eſſay, 
8 1y. The XI. 8. rr. Ditto, S. 12. Dr Hales, Vol. I. p. 318. 


Abernet'y's Serm, Vol. I. p. 365. id. Ch. XIII. Ecclus. Ch. XIII. 
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ledge, the Reverence, and the Love of Gop, ſo as to ho- 
nour and praiſe Him with our Lips, and with our Under- 


/tanding alſo ; but likewiſe in Habits of divine Wiſdom and 


Goodneſs, whilſt the admirable Contrivance, and beneficent 
Deſigns of ſuch his Perfections, carried into Execution by 
his Almighty Power, are daily and experimentally opening 
to our Senſes and our Reaſon in the material World. — Nay, 
what is more, ſuch is the Subject of our Contemplations, 
and Inquiries, that it can neither cloy, nor tire us, being as 
large as the Univerſe itſelf, and full of inſtructive, amazing, 
and inexhauſtible Varicty. It is a Treaſure unto Men, that 
never faileth, Hence comes that Wiſdom, (g) which 7he 
firſt Man knew not perfectly: no more ſhall the laſt find ber 
out; notwithſtanding our Souls ſhould continue thro” that 
Eternity they aſpire after. 

Now ſceing the Caſe is ſo, what can be more irrational, 
than to imagine, that the ſupreme Being, who could have 
no Motive for creating human Souls, but infinite Miſdom and 
Goedneſs, will let them periſh with the Body: and that He 
could only intend them to make Prowjton for our Fleſh, to 
to fulfil the Luſts thereof, however innocently? Is it mo- 
rally ſpeaking poſ/ible, that Beings, whoſe intellectual Fa- 
culties were of divine Extraction and Likeneſs: and origi- 
nally formed for making wonderful Diſcoveries, and perpetual 
Improvements, as well as for (Y) honour:ng Go b in his mar- 
vellous Works ; whoſe active Powers are ever growing more 
vigorous, and perfect by the Exerciſe thereot : and whoſe 
Capacities are fo large and wide, as that a Mord of Know- 
ledge will not i them? Is it pofible, I ſay, that ſuch 
Beings, after juſt looking abroad, and (i) ſeeing but a few 
of thoſe Works, and knowing that there are yet hid greater 
Things than theſe be; wherein they may () put forth all 
their Strength, and yet never go far enough ; tor who can 
be (I filled with bebolding the Glory of the Godbead, as it 

E 2 _ - ſhines 


(s) Vid. VII. 14. (b) Ecclus. XXIV. 28, XXXVIII. 6. 
(i) Ecdus, XLII, zz. (% Ver. zo. (/) Ch. XLII. 25. 
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ſhines in the Wonders of Creation and Providence? Is it 
poſſible, I fay, for ſuch Beings (of which Man is the only 
one in this World) to be cut fo ſhort (as Death may cut 
them) in the Progreſs they have both innate Powers and 
Defires to make towards infinite Perfection, throughout an 
Eternity of Exiſtence? It muſt be far from Gop to deal 
with Man after this Manner: or to deceive him by delu- 
ſive Inſtincts, imaginary Preſagings, and groundleſs Expec- 
tations. For this would be to render him the moſt unac- 
countable and unhappy of all thoſe Creatures over whom He 
hath given him Dominion. — No certainly When Me, my 
Brethren, have made it our chief Care, nay Pleaſure, to come 
up to the true Perfection of our Nature by arriving, by 
the flow and gentle Steps, that muſt be taken from the 
Beginning to the End of our Days in this probationary State, 
to the utmoſt Height we can of religious, moral, and intel- 
lectual Accomplithments; we cannot but have Hors in 
our Death, that we ſhall then be removed into a better 


World, where Reaſon, Truth and Virtue will encreaſe, pre- 


vail and triumph, as long as the Soul can live, which is (2) 
made to be immortal, We cannot but o E, (7) that the 
Soul, after qualifying itſelf for the Life and Enjoyments of 
Angels, thall then enter into an everlaſting Habitation, more 
agreeable to its ſpiritual Nature and Improvements; that it 
ſhall be free, and diſengaged from the corrvuptible Body that 
now preſſeth it down ; that the earthly Tabernacle ſhall be 
diſſolved, that weigheth dean the Mind in its Meditations 
and Inquiries; fo that as the Author of the Book of Wiſdom 
obſerves, ( Hardly do we gueſs aright at Things that are 
en Earth, and with Labour do we find the Things are be- 
fore us, but the Things that are in Heaven, who hath ſearch- 
ed cut ? 
Not that I imagine the 8 will then become naked 
Spirit ; for as Matter cocxiſts, (y) and being infinitely re- 
fined 
(mr) Wild. II. 23. (n) Mollaſtan Rel. Nat. p. 208 Note a. 209, 217. 


Abernetly's Serm. Vol. II p. 86, Oe. („ Hd. IX. 15, 16. 
(1) Wil/aften Rel. of Nat. p. 198. 
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fined is capable of being expanded thro? all the Cel:/ral Re- 
gions; as the Spirits there inhabiting may probably be clorh- 
ed with ethereal Bodies; and as human Souls have had all 
along material Vehicles or Inſtruments in their Operations: 
and have by their Means been furniſhed with moſt of thoſe 
Ideas, which are the Stores of human Knowledge; may 
we not conclude from the natural Rule of reaſoning by 
Analogy, and from that Scale of Beings, (which ſeems to 
riſe from the meaneſt Lump of Matter by imperceptible 
Degrees towards infinite Perfection) that there will not be 
ſo great () a Change made in it at once, as that the Soul 
ſhall not (to ſpeak with the Inſpiration (r of St Paul) 
hereafter be found quite naked or unclothed, but ſhall be 
clothed upon with an immortal, celeſtial Body: or rather, that 
its old Companion ſhall be razed from Corruption, and be 
then ſo purified, and glorified; as not be again ſubject to 
Diſſolution, or Decay, nor to need ſucceſſive Reparations 
by Meats and Drinks ? — Having indeed found how won- 
derfully our Senſes may in their preſent State be aſſiſted by 
Inſtruments of Art, why ſhould it be thought a Thing in- 
credible, much leſs impaſſible, that each one of ns ſhall here- 
after have (s) a ſpiritual Body? a Body ſo exactly ſuited 
to the ſpiritual Circumſtances and Employments of an 
heavenly Climate, as to become by its Refinements and Im- 
provements not only a Vehicle to the Soul; but a very uſe- 
jul, if not neceſſary Inſtrument of its moſt exalted Opera- 
tions; particularly in conveying to it, even by its Organs of 
Senſation, fo refined and -1mpreved, or by other additional 
Qualities and Powers, a new and infinite Variety of Per- 
ceptions and Diſcoveries of divine Wiſdom ; fuch as An- 
gels have, and ſuch, as muſt ariſe from an Inſight into 
the internal Fabric of Bodies; into their very Effences, 
which are the Foundation of all their Properties: and 
into all the true Springs of Nature's Operations, which 

are 


(7) Worllaton Rel. Nat. p. 194, 195, 212. (7) 2 Cor. V. 3, 4. 
(+) 1 Cor, XV, 44. 
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are now paſt finding out by our Senſes, and by all our In- 
ventions to help them. For as yet we ſee, (i even thro” 


the beſt of Glaſſes, but darkly : and we knaw but in part, 


even thoſe Things, with which we are moſt familiarly con- 
verſant. Our chief Knowledge of them indeed ſcarce 
reaches further than their Surtaces, their Relations, or their 
Uſes to ourſelves; but a philoſophical, a clear, and com- 


prchenſive Diſcernment of the real Mechaniſm of Nature, 


is a Favour not yet accorded to us. It is only given us to 


hope, that this Favour is (u) reſerved in Heaven for us: and 


that when we come there, we ſhall go on, where we left 
off here, in tracing out the manifold Wiſdom of Go p in all 
the Myſteries of his Works; eſpecially in thoſe (w) greater 
Things of them, which are yet hid from us; ſo that we 
ſhall be continually riſing to more clevated Stations of Do- 
minion, Honour, and Glory: and have new Scenes of Crea- 
tion and Providence opening thro' all the Avenues of our 
Minds; whereby our rational Perfection and Happineſs will 
be increaſing to all Eternity, by an Increaſe of that Wiſdom 
(x) which cometh from the LoRD, and 7s with him for ever. 

Theſe were the probable Conjectures of ſome among the 
wiſeſt Heathen in the moſt antient Times, and the Founder 
of this Lecture ſeems to think them aſcertained by the Ob- 
ſervations he himſelf had made „of the certain Changes of 
the Animal and Vegetable Parts of the Creation.” — In like 
manner did %% reaſon, (y) There is, ſays he, Hop E of a 
Tree, if it be cut down, that it will ſprout again: and that 
the fender Branch thereof will not ceaſe. Tho' the Root 
thereof wax old in the Earth, and the Stock thereof die in 
the Ground; yet thro' the Scent of Water, it will budd, and 
bring forth Boughs like a Plant, Can it therefore be a 
Queſtion, that tho' a Man die, is buried, and then rotteth 
in the Grave; whether (2) he ſhall Jive again? Conſider- 
ing, that all %%%, Things were created tor him and that 


Gon 


(7) Cor. XIII. 12. (u) 1 Pet i. 4. (w) Ecclus. XLIII. 32. 
(x) Eccinr. I. 1. (3) Job XIV. 7, &c. (z) Ver. 12, 14. 
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G op made him more excellent, and little luer than the 
Angels, and to have Dominion over the Works of his Hands. 
— No certainly---For if Go p ſo raiſe the Graſs of the 
Field, and the Trees of the Wood, (which to day are, and 
to morrom are caſt into the Oven) to new Life and Glory; 
ſhall He not much more raiſe Mankind ? — They who think 
otherwiſe, muſt have as little Reaſon, as they have Faith. 
Every wiſe and good Philoſopher would then wait with 
Job all the Days of the Time GoD has appointed, in ſure 
and certain Hope, that his Change (and that a glorious 
one) will come, even tho' he ſhould not 7:/e till the 
Heavens be no more. — He will (a) poſſeſs his Soul in Pa- 
tience, as knowing, (b) that his Redeemer liveth, and that 
he ſhall ſtand at the latter Day upon the Earth: and that he 


ſhall then in his Fleſh ſee GoD; notwithſtanding Worms 


have deſtroyed his Body. — This Redeemer is Jeſus Chriſt our 
LoRD; whoſe Goſpel (as it has improved natural Reaſon in 
cvery Reſpect) has herein likewiſe ſfrengthen'd our natural 
Hopes by revealing this Myſtery of Providence, and con- 
firming it by his own Transfiguration and Reſurrection, that 
our Bodies ſhall be changed and glorified: and that ſince 
Fleſh and Blood (c) cannot inherit the Kingdom of Heaven, 
this corruptible ſhall put on Incorruption, and this mortal 
ſhall put on Immortality, and be raiſed ſo ſpiritual, heaven- 
ly, and glorious, as to abide the fame for ever; being (d) 
like unto the Angels. - 

May we therefore all of us ſo employ our Faculties, Time, 
and Diligence in this mortal and tranſitory State of Trial: 
ſe and ſo go on by the Help of our Senſes and Reafon, aſſiſted 
by divine Revelation and Grace, as to make the greateſt Im- 
provements we can 1n true Religion, Virtue and Philoſophy, 
in the Rank we now hold among ſpiritual Beings, and in 
that little Canton of the Univerſe we now inhabit ; may we, 


* 
(2) Like XXI. 19. CL Fob XIX. 25. See my Sermon on Vhitſin— 
Tueſday, 1730. p. 28. (c) 1 Cor XV. 50—53. (4) Luke XX. 35, 


See Locke on the iſt Ep. to the Corirthians, Chap. XV. Ver. 44. Note 73. 
(e Locke's Ei, B. IV. Ch. XIV. Veollaſton Rel. of Nat. p. 217. 
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my Brethren, be thus w/e in this our Day, that when ( 
the Faſhion and Glory of this World ſhall paſs away, with the 
Luft thereof: and when, as St Peter foretels, (g) the Hea- 
vens, and the Earth, and the Works that are therein, ſhall be 
burnt up; we may then be found qualified for farther Ma- 
nifeſtations of divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs in new Heavens 
and a new Harth, where Gap () hath prepared ſuch 
Things for them who love Him, as Eye hath not ſeen, nor 
Kar heard, neither have entered into the Heart of Man to 
concetve. | 


(/) 1 Cor. VII. zi. 1 John II. 17. (g) 2 Pet. III. 10. 
(Þ) 1 Cor. II. g. 7 a 


E. 


